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Morsi’s victory : only change is constant 

 Mohammed Morsi‟ s winning of Egypt's first free presidential election in its mod-

ern history, following a tight race with Mubarak's last Prime minister marks a pos-
itive step for democracy in the country and the African continent. Morsi beat for-

mer dictator Hosni Mubarak‟s last Prime Minister Ahmed Shafiq by nearly one mil-
lion votes despite the country‟s progress towards democracy appearing to have 

suffered setbacks in recent weeks. Morsi‟s win was for many millions of Egyptians, 
a choice between unpalatable extremes. For the man representing the Muslim 

Brotherhood, the world's oldest Islamist movement, to win a free and fair election 
for the presidency of the Arab world's most populous country is a triumph that will 

resonate around a turbulent region. It will be recognised as an historic achieve-
ment. 

 
At least the elections were democratic and people played by the rules and should 

the aftermath go well, there could be a new dynamic in the region. His first ad-
vantage: it will be difficult for anyone to challenge the legitimacy of his victory. It 

would be very hard to claim that the electoral machinery was biased in favour of 

the Muslim Brotherhood. The election results in Egypt seem to show that the Arab 
world is replacing secular, military dictatorships with some form of participatory 

democracy movements. Part of the Muslim Brotherhood‟s success can be traced 
back to more than 80 years of nationwide grassroots social and cultural activism 

and charitable work. Secularists around the world can learn, and should learn a 
lot from the Brotherhood about instigating change from the bottom, up.  

 
Morsi's win is the best outcome of an election that leaves the military with little 

power behind the throne. It created the possibility of continued bargaining be-
tween the army and the Brotherhood, whose well-organised rank and file remain 

ready to take to the streets to maintain pressure on the generals. This follows the 
announcement by a senior member of the ruling military council that the generals 

will hand over power to the newly elected president at the end of the June 2012. 
Maj. Gen. Mohammed al-Assar was quoted as saying the transfer of power will 

take place in a "grand ceremony." This is despite the fact that the military junta 

soon after ditching the dictator carried on jailing and torturing political activists to 
remain in power.  

 
The military‟s recognition of a new president after a fiercely contested election is 

a critical hopeful development and an important milestone in Egypt‟s progress to-
wards democracy. Could Zimbabwe‟s military learn something? Over the years 

President Mugabe‟s regime has deployed serving and retired soldiers into non-
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military structures, to ensure Mugabe remains in power. Top army officers have 

vowed MDC-T leader Morgan Tsvangirai will not rule Zimbabwe during their life 
time and they will not support anyone without liberation credentials. In May 2008, 

Army Chief of Staff Major-General Martin Chedondo told soldiers at an army 
shooting championship in Harare that,  

 
“the Constitution says the country should be protected by voting and in the 27 

June presidential election run-off, pitting our defence chief Cde Robert Mugabe, 
and Morgan Tsvangirai of the MDC-T, we should, therefore, stand behind our 

Commander-in-Chief.” Chedondo added: “Soldiers are not apolitical. Only merce-
naries are apolitical. We have signed and agreed to fight and protect the ruling 

party‟s principles of defending the revolution. If you have other thoughts, then 
you should remove that uniform.” 

 
Addressing a rally in Masvingo in May 2008 Major-General Engelbert Rugeje also 

said:  

“This country came through the bullet, not the pencil. Therefore, it will not go by 
your x of the pencil. We cannot let the efforts of such people as the late 

Chimombe to liberate this country just go to waste. Today I came here by heli-
copter with the late Chimombe‟s body. The next time I will come next week to 

Jerera, the helicopter will be full of bullets. You know what you did.” 
 

Rugeje was making the remarks after Tsvangirai had beaten Mugabe in the March 
2008 presidential election. The intimidation was meant to ensure Mugabe won the 

run-off that the regime had engineered. In Mudzi in April 2008, soldiers reported-
ly handed out bullets to villagers and told them: 

 
“If you vote for MDC in the presidential run-off election, you have seen the bul-

lets; we have enough for each one of you, so beware.” 
 

Before the March 2008 election, the head of the Zimbabwe Prison Service, Retired 

Major General Paradzai Zimondi, had to say this: 
 

“Our comrade, Defence Forces chief, our leader President Mugabe and comrade-in
-arms will romp to victory. We say so because we have no apology to make to 

any house nigger and puppets. If the opposition wins the election, I will be the 
first one to resign from my job and go back to defend my piece of land. I will not 

let it go. I am giving you an order to vote for the President (Mugabe). Do not be 
distracted. I will only support the leadership of President Mugabe.” 

 
The above statements and actions by leaders of the uniformed forces should be 

condemned and firm mechanisms to ensure non-interference of the military in 
electoral process  should be put in place. The peaceful transfer of power is one of 

the hallmarks of a true democracy. The outcome of the struggle under way in 
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Egypt is critical, too, not just for that country's weary inhabitants but for the wider 

African continent which has witnessed the promise of the Arab Spring transformed 
increasingly into a new wave of democracy. The problems facing Africa are more 

about the unwillingness of African leaders to respect the opinions and decisions of 
the people they lead. Unfortunately for Zimbabwe, it is 32 years of independence 

and the country is still counting to a day when we shall witness respect of the will of 
the people and a peaceful transfer or retention of power.   

To show that Mugabe‟s clinging to power is coordinated and has Mugabe‟s blessings, 
the ZANU PF leader held his own rally in May 2008 at which he said: 

 
“The war veterans came to me and said, „President, we can never accept that our 

country which we won through the barrel of the gun can be taken merely by an „x‟ 
made by a ballpoint pen.‟ Zvino ballpoint pen icharwisana ne AK? (will the pen fight 

the AK rifle?) Is there going to be a struggle between the two? Liyekele ukhupikisana 
lombhobho [do not argue with a gun].” 

 

However this is not to say Zimbabwe cannot have a smooth transfer of power. Ulti-
mately, this means that Mugabe has no option but to test his abilities to lead by 

holding regular, and free and fair elections and allowing voters their civil liberty and 
other constitutional freedoms like the right to associate and express their political 

ideas without fear of being haunted by the state. And once the people make their 
decisions using the ballot, their votes should count and not be stolen by his aids, 

who are not in the habit of giving up power peacefully.   
 

Just like Egypt, Zimbabwe is deeply polarised, with people longing for the return of 
normalcy, and the chance to rebuild the country's declining socio-economic fortunes. 

The Constitution provides for the blue print for a legal and peaceful presidential 
transfer of power. The question then is; do we have the courage as citizens to re-

spect and uphold the provisions of our constitution that calls for democratic elec-
tions? Can we stand firm and say bye to election fraud? Do we have the ability to 

mobilise, vote and ensure that it counts? Yes. We Can.  
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Electoral reforms needed more than ever 

 It is eleven months since the party ne-

gotiators in the Inclusive Government 
agreed on the Roadmap to Elections 

stipulating both the new constitution 
and reforms as a prerequisite to the 

elections and there has been no serious 
progress tackling reforms.  The consti-

tution-making process is incomplete; 
there has been no reform of media laws 

and other repressive laws like AIPPA 
and POSA which continue to curtail peo-

ple‟s freedoms.  ZANU-PF has main-
tained its control of public media.  The 

airwaves have not been opened. Little 
political reform has taken place – de 

facto power and control of national re-

sources is still with the former ruling 
party, which together with its control of 

the security forces, gives it an edge 
when it comes to elections.  But recent-

ly ZANU-PF has been taking a diametri-
cally opposed standpoint [in the Presi-

dent‟s speeches, reports of politburo 
and central committee meetings and 

statements by ZANU-PF Ministers, 
though not in Parliament], insisting on 

elections in 2012, with or without a new 
constitution and reforms. The far reach-

ing electoral reforms needed to level 
the playing field for the election contest 

are still awaited.  

 
Zimbabwe has been named as one of 

Africa‟s “dangerous conflict zones” 
where election-related disputes are 

stalling development. Speaking during a 
labour and environmental meeting at 

the sidelines of the United Nations 
World Conference on Sustainable Devel-

opment in Rio de Janeiro recently, glob-
al trade union leaders blamed African 

leaders, including President Mugabe, for 

hampering development. Already classi-
fied as a Failed State, the country has 

become a threat to the stability of the 
southern African region. 

 
The SADC Election Observer Mission‟s 

official report of 2008 concluded that: 
“The process leading up to the presiden-

tial run-off elections held on 27 June 
2008 did not conform to SADC Princi-

ples and Guidelines Governing Demo-
cratic Elections. However, the Election 

Day was peaceful. Based on the above-
mentioned observations, the Mission is 

of the view that the prevailing environ-

ment impinged on the credibility of the 
electoral process. The elections did not 

represent the will of the people of Zim-
babwe.” 

 
The only possible interpretation of this 

statement is that Robert Mugabe‟s pres-
idency is illegitimate. SADC, led by 

South Africa under president Thabo 
Mbeki, nevertheless declared the elec-

tion „free and fair‟, then went ahead and 
allowed Robert Mugabe to retain all the 

vital controls of power in the subse-
quent „power-sharing‟ General Political 

Agreement (GPA). The outcomes have 

proved to be entirely unsatisfactory. 
 

UN Human Rights Commissioner Navi 
Pillay, ending her five-day visit arranged 

by the Government of Zimbabwe, 
stressed the need for reforms before 

the next elections: 
“Concern is rising both inside and out-

side the country that, unless the parties 
agree quickly on some key major re-
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forms …the next election which is due sometime in the coming year could turn into 

a repeat of the 2008 elections which resulted in rampant politically motivated hu-
man rights abuses, including killings, torture, rapes, beatings, arbitrary detention, 

displacements and other violations.”… “I believe that it is essential that a satisfac-
tory new Constitution with an entrenched Bill of Rights is in place soon, so that the 

referendum to confirm it and all the electoral reforms necessary for a peaceful, 
free and fair election can be carried out before people go to the polls.” 

 
 Elections in Zimbabwe have, since 1980, been held politically toxic conditions. If 

the will of the people is to be respected, their choice of government has to be pro-
tected from the very real threat of militarized violence. There has been no mean-

ingful reform of Zimbabwe‟s Electoral Act, the Electoral Commission or the Voters‟ 
Roll since they were last used in 2008.  

 
The only acceptable means of achieving this transition is for the African region to 

refuse another rigged election while enabling a solution by holding of free and fair 

elections under a neutral and independent electoral administration. The process 
must be protected by the SADC Electoral Protocol where the implications of non-

compliance are clearly stipulated. This provides the mandate to ensure the peace-
ful transfer of power through a legitimately elected government freely chosen by 

the citizens of Zimbabwe.  
 

Chapter 6 of the AU Charter on Democracy, Elections and Government requires 
states to institutionalise civilian control of the military and to punish unconstitu-

tional overthrow of democratically elected governments. The only environment in 
which control of the military could be transferred is with the free and credible elec-

tion of a legitimate democratic government. 
In order to implement free and legitimate elections in Zimbabwe today, there are 

four basic requirements: 
1)    Electoral reforms 

2)    Internationally supervised election process 

3)    The deterrent of the implications of non-compliance with the SADC Electoral 
Protocol 

4)    The official endorsement and support of SADC, the AU and UN. 
A free and credible election in Zimbabwe must be implemented by any means nec-

essary, for without this, no future government or president can be considered le-
gitimate in the eyes of Zimbabwean citizens, the region and the world.  
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More Contradictions in the Glenview 29 Trial 

Contradictions once again characterised the Glenview 29 trial yesterday the 28th 

of June 2012 as the 8th State witness Constable Magonagona testified before the 

Court. The Glenview 29 are charged with the murder of Inspector Petros Mutedza 

which has resulted in some of them spending close to a year in remand and on 

several occasions have been denied bail. To add salt to the injury State Prosecut-

er Nyazamba has advocated for a delay in the trial by suggesting a one week 

break which angered both the accused and their families. Constable Magonago-

na‟s testimony proved to be full of contradictions as compared to his initial state-

ment that he gave on the 30th of May 2011 a day after the murder incident.  

The past three weeks have seen state witnesses in the Glenview trial giving con-

tradicting and confusing evidence. All the witnesses have complained about the 

manner in which their statements were recorded soon after the death of Inspector 

Petros Mutedza arguing that some information was missing while some was inter-

preted wrongly. Constable Magonagona yesterday testified that bottles had been 

thrown at him inside the Munyarari bar, and when asked by the defence team 

why the information was not in his statement Magonagona looked puzzled and 

could only say that the information had been omitted.  

In his initial statement Constable Magonagona noted that he had hid outside the 

cashier‟s office inside the bar running away from „rowdy MDC activists‟. However 

the defence team provided photos which proved that there was no hiding place 

outside the bar cashier‟s office. Magonagona then attributed his contradicting 

statements to a typing error in the statement. This however proves that the state 

witnesses‟ statements and testimonies are not accurate and are meant to falsely 

accuse the Glenview 29 of murder.  

Constable Magonagona further told the Court that he made his statement using 

the Shona language whilst a police officer from the law and order was writing in 

English hence the reason why some of his statements were inconsistent. This is 

however questionable because when asked by the defence team whether there 

were disturbances when the police arrived at Munyarari bar, Magonagona an-

swered yes in agreement but when further quizzed he said that there were no dis-

turbances since there were ordinary people sitting in front of the bar. This among 

other statements proves that the state witness had rehearsed his statement to 

ensure the conviction of the Glenview 29.  
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The trial so far has been progressing at a slow pace with only 8 witnesses out of a 

total of 21 taking the stand in the past three weeks. The Judge on the other hand 

has denied the Glenview 29 bail and his Judgement on the Application for Leave is 

yet to be reviewed.  
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